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8th March 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Head teacher’s Notes… 
 

We’ve had a brilliant first fortnight in our new school and yesterday was the icing on the cake, when we celebrated World 
Book Day.  There were some brilliant costumes and children took part in a range of World Book Day activities with energy 
and enthusiasm. Thank you to the School Council, who helped to plan and organise a World Book Day Multiple 
Intelligences afternoon for KS2. Apparently, so the children tell me, we were also visited by a strange old fairy godmother, 
but I missed out on that completely! 
On Tuesday, we were visited by a professional storyteller, Chip, from Epic Tales as we prepared to celebrate World Book 
Day. Children from all year groups enjoyed taking part in stories from local legend and staff loved their training session 
with him on developing story telling skills and techniques for use in our teaching. 
The children were delighted to hear that Chip will be returning to our school on the afternoon of Saturday 23rd March, 
along with other members of Epic Tales to perform a play for all the family. 
 

Tours of the new school for parents 
Now that the children are more familiar with their surroundings, you are invited to join them on a tour of the school on 
the following days straight after they have finished in school at 3.15pm (or on pick up from after school activities such as 
Judo, Gymnastics or KS2 Funfit): 

Date Classes 

Monday 11th March Pullman (5/6s) & Sharratt (Reception) 

Tuesday 12th March Morpurgo (4/5s) & Donaldson (1s) 

Wednesday 13th March Dahl (3/4s) & Browne 
  

Monday 18th March Pullman (5/6s) & Sharratt (Reception) 

Tuesday 19th March Morpurgo (4/5s) & Donaldson (1s) 

Wednesday 20th March Dahl (3/4s) & Browne 
  

Parents of pupils attending our After school Club with  Helen and Hayley may have a tour on any of those evenings; just 
ask Helen or Hayley to sign you in. 
 

NB  
Entrance to the building with your child / children will be through the children’s usual doors – or through the front entrance. 
You will be asked to sign in for fire and safeguarding purposes. 
If the fire alarm were to sound during your visit, you should leave the building via the nearest exit and assemble on the playground. 
The reason for allocating days is so that the school is not overcrowded on any one afternoon. If you have children in more 
than one class, you can choose which of your children’s afternoons you visit. 
If you cannot make any of these evenings, there will be opportunities to take a tour of the school on Tuesday and 
Wednesday 26th March, when it is our termly Parent Consultation Evenings. 
                         

Water bottles & PE kits 
Just a reminder that children should have a water bottle and PE kit in school at all times. These should all be named. 
 

Scooters and bicycles  
Please ensure that all children, including toddlers, dismount from bikes, scooters and ride-ons at the school gates and walk 
them across the playground. This is because in the past we have had some nasty collisions. 
 

School opening times 
Just a reminder that school does not open until 8.40am, unless pupils are registered for our Breakfast Club or are invited 
to ‘Early Bird’ learning activities, in which case they are required to sign in at the main entrance. 
Registration is at 8.55am, so all pupils should be in the school building by then. Gates to the playground will be locked just 
after 8.55am. 
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We are aware that some parents of pupils attending ‘Early Bird’ learning sessions are unhappy that entrance to Early Bird 
activities is at the front entrance and that we do not open the back gates for children and their parents to walk through to 
sign in at the front entrance.  
We apologise for any inconvenience caused to parents / carers who have to walk their children round, but this is for 
safeguarding purposes: our early birds have to be signed in for fire safety purposes and we cannot open the rear gates any 
earlier because as soon as we opened the gates we would have children unsupervised on the playground, which would be 
unsafe. We simply do not have a spare member of staff to open the rear gates for our early birds, because first thing in the 
morning every single member of staff is getting ready to receive the children at our opening time of 8.40am, or are 
teaching an ‘Early Bird’ lesson.  
Whilst we have considered paying an additional member of staff to open the rear gates just for our early birds, then 
locking them again, we do not feel that this would be best use of our limited funding – it would be more cost effective (if 
we could afford to spend more money) to pay that member of staff to do and extra 15 minutes of learning with our 
children every day. So for the foreseeable future, I’m afraid our early birds will still need to walk round. 
 

School Funding 
On the subject of money, our cluster of Head teachers was pleased to see that the issue of school funding was debated by 
MPs on Monday, as a result of the e-petition we circulated previously. Many thanks to those who added their signatures 
and / or shared it.  
However we are worried that now it has been debated, the current state of chronic under funding (particularly for pupils 
with Special Educational Needs) may be forgotten and become ‘yesterday’s news’.  
Please look out for a letter written by members of the ‘Worth Less’ campaign which I will email in addition to this 
newsletter, which outlines ways in which staff, pupils and parents can help to make sure that school funding remains the 
subject of serious political debate and reform. 
 

Y6 SATs transition revision and self-confidence booster day 
Mr Peacey has asked me to remind parents and carers of our Year 6 cohort that he will be running a SATs revision and self-
confidence booster day on April 19th and that pupils can now access a range of on-line revision activities and video 
tutorials via the links included on the letter sent home on March 1st. 
 

Spring Term Parent Consultations: Tuesday 26th and Wednesday 27th March 
Just a reminder that our Spring Term Parent Consultations will take place on Tuesday 26th and Wednesday 27th March 
between 3.30pm and 7pm (26th) and 3.30pm and 5pm (27th).  Meetings will take place in the hall as usual, with children’s 
books made available for you to look at in the children’s classrooms. 
If you would like to book an appointment, please email or telephone the School Office by next Friday, 15th March. Thanks 
to those parents who have already booked. We will ensure that you receive the times you have requested and will send 
your appointments slip back closer to the time. If you do not book an appointment by March 15th, we will allocate you a 
spare slot. 
 

Attendance  
Congratulations again to all our pupils with attendances of 100%. Well done, in particular to Pullman Class, with the 
highest attendance of all our classes so far this academic year!  
Sharratt Class (Reception) 96.4% attendance 

Donaldson Class (Year 1) 97.3%  attendance 

Browne Class (Year 2) 97.4% attendance 

Dahl Class (Years 3 & 4) 97% attendance 

Morpurgo Class (Years 4 & 5) 97.2% attendance 

Pullman Class (Years 5 & 6) 97.6% attendance 

Whole School 97% attendance 

NB All schools expect attendance to be 100%, unless there are exceptional or unavoidable reasons for absence, which would then be authorised.  

Please remember that parents have a duty to ensure that their children are in school every day. In turn, the school has a statutory duty to ensure the same 
and operates within strict government regulations, applying Fixed Penalty Notices where necessary. 
Please ensure that you call the School Office first thing in the morning if your child is going to be absent from school and remember that if your child is 
attending a medical or dental appointment we are required to see an appointment card / email / message. 

If you wish to apply for term time leave of absence, please complete the form which is available from the School Office or from our school website. Please be 
aware that responses to any requests will be sent to both parents. 

Our policies on Attendance, Absence in Term Time and Persistent Absence are always available on our school website (http://wytonprimaryschool.org.uk/) 
and our holiday absence request form clearly states that only exceptional circumstances will be authorised. 
  

Appointments in school time 
If your child needs to attend an appointment within the school day, please let the school office know and bring in a copy 
of an appointment cards / letters you have for our records. As a school, we are held accountable for all absences, including 
routine appointments and are therefore required to ask to seek evidence from parents and carers. 
 

Diary Dates 
Please see below for a list of diary dates for the remainder of the Spring term, which will also be available on the school 
website. Remember to keep an eye on the dates each fortnight in case of any changes. 
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Yours sincerely, 

    Jo Phillips (Head teacher) 
 

Wyton Primary Diary Dates: Spring Term 2019 

March 2019 Tuesday 26th Parent Consultations 3.30 – 7pm 

 Wednesday 27th  Parent Consultations 
& drop-ins with Zoe Hope 

3.30 – 5pm 

April 2019 Friday 5th  End of term music concerts 9.20am – woodwind & singing 
2.20pm Woodwind and percussion 

 8th – 23rd  Easter Holidays  

 19th  Y6 SATs revision activity day  

 

Locality News 

April 3rd 
9-10am 

Parent Drop-in and Craft Club in the Studio Hall supported by our locality link early intervention worker Zoe Hope. 
All welcome. Entry through the main entrance. 
Learn new skills - Relaxation time - Different craft activity each month - Make and take home - Meet new people - Relaxed 
environment - Free refreshments 

Don’t forget… 
If you are worried about any aspect of your child’s mental health and well-being…CHUMS (mental health and emotional well-being service for 
children and young people) are now holding a drop-in session every Thursday between 4pm and 6pm at Huntingdon Youth Centre 

 


